
  

 

Saint Lawrence Church 

1000 North Greece Road        Rochester, NY  14626        585-723-1350 

19 April 2020                                            SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY 

MUSINGS 

By Father Lee Chase 

www.stlawrencegreeceny.org ・ www.stlawrenceschool.org  

On the first Easter Sunday, two believers walked together away from Jerusalem, the holy city of Resur-
rection. They walked in the wrong direction. Yet He came and walked with them. Because of their fear 
and anxiety, their grief and their instinct of self-survival - they didn't recognize Him. They wondered 
where God was. They asked if God had given up on them or was punishing them. They asked what kind 
of lesson God was trying to teach them. 
 

Yet what He taught them, the seed He had planted, was still there. It was dinner time and they invited 
Him to join them. And at that meal, something amazing happened. When they broke the bread, He wasn't 
in front of them anymore. He was within them. They remember the story of Moses being surprised by a 
bush on fire yet not being consumed by the flames. They looked at each other and remarked how their 
hearts burned within them as He spoke to them along the Way. Crucifixion panic gave way to 

Resurrection excitement. And they ran back to Jerusalem to tell their friends ad their family what they 
experienced. We're all walking along the Way. We're filled with fear and anxiety, with grief and the in-
stinct of self-survival. We're asking where God is. We're wondering if God has given up on us or punish-
ing us or trying to teach us a lesson. 
 

God doesn't make people sick to bring other people to faith. God doesn't kill people to teach other people 
lessons. God doesn't punish millions of people. When I look at the life of Jesus of Nazareth, I see some-
one who spent a lot of time healing the sick and comforting the afflicted. He spent a lot of time drying the 
tears of those who were in pain. Jesus wore God's face most completely. That's not a mean God. 
 

This Easter Sunday, we're not in churches. We're not celebrating the Eucharist together at a table. Maybe 
the lesson, if there is one, is the same lesson He taught those two disciples at Emmaus. I'm within you.  
 

It's time for all of us, even in the face of all this tension, anxiety, fear, and sickness to remember that He 
revealed a healing God.  
 

It's time for all of us that God brings life from death. 
 

It's time for us to replace crucifixion panic with resurrection excitement.  
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   THIS  WEEK’S  PRAYER    

This week, we light the  

Sanctuary  Lamp in Memory of  

 Angie, Joe and Mark Giannavola  

at the request of Linda  

Readings for the week of April 20, 2020 
Monday, April 20: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday, April 21: Acts 3:32-8:37/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday, April 22: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday, April 23:  Acts 5:27-36/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday, April 24:  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 61-15 

Saturday, April 24: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/ Mk 16:15-20 

Sunday, April 26:          Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-45 

 

Monday, April 20 

     Easter Weekday 

For an end to the COVID-19 Crisis  

 

Tuesday, April 21 

Easter Weekday / St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

For all the unemployed 

            

Wednesday, April 22 

Easter Weekday 

      For all who have died from the Coronavirus  

 

 Thursday, April 23 

Easter Weekday / St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr 

      Carlos (Bong) Espina by Deacon Manny Asis 

 

Friday, April 24 

Easter Weekday/ St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr 

Angie Giannavola by family 

 

Saturday, April 25 
Saint Mark, Evangelist 

Flanagan and Walsh Families by Ed and Barbara Walsh 

 

Sunday, April 26 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Norbert and Sara Jagodzinski by the Jagodzinski family          

For the people of St. Lawrence Church by Father Chase 

60th Wedding Anniversary of Elaine and Raymond Niedziela  

by their children 
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              STEWARDSHIP 

 

April 4/5 2020 (Palm Sunday) Collec0on 
 

 

                                    Amount              Weekly              Surplus 

                                   Received             Budget            (Shor?all)         

Sunday   

Collec@on                  $15,148.87        $16,200.00     ($ 1,051.13) 

  

General 

Maintenance            $394.00             $1,040.00         ($646.00) 

     

School  

Support                     $464.00              $360.00            $104.00         

 

 

 

April 11/12 2020  (Easter) Collec0on 
 

 

                                    Amount              Easter               Surplus 

                                   Received             Budget            (Shor?all)         

Sunday   

Collec@on                  $24,250.32        $31,200.00     ($ 6,949.68) 

  

General 

Maintenance            $436.00             $1,040.00         ($604.00) 

     

School  

Support                     $205.00              $360.00            ($155.00)               

       

 

 

Please hold onto your Rice Bowl 

offering boxes un@l we are back in 

Church together for public Masses. 

DO NOT bring them to the rectory or 

the Church Office. Thank you. 

We are a Stewardship Parish commi"ed to giving our #me,  talent , and resources for others! 
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(Weekly) Mass Schedule on  TV: 

     WHEC.Com -streaming mass 

     Channel 10-5:30am 

     ME TV 10.2 / Cable Channel 1245- 8:00am   

You may also go to www.dor.org for a link to the 

livestreamed Masses of Bishop Matano. 

Please note: we con@nue to hear confessions every Saturday from 2:30—3:30 p.m.  

Confessions are heard in the Family Cry Room. You must stand at the line marked on the 

floor— keeping a safe Social Distance. 
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Novena Prayer for  
An End to the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
O Mary, full of grace, Patroness of this nation and 

Mother of the Church, in this time of illness and 

worldwide need we seek your intercession for the 

human family before your Son’s throne of grace 

and mercy. We ask for strength in adversity, 

health in weakness, and comfort in sorrow. Help 

us, O Blessed Mother, to be filled with confidence 

and trust in the tender compassion of our God. Let 

us not be afraid, like our own Saint Marianne 

Cope, who entrusted her life and ministry among 

the outcasts of society into the care of our Divine 

Physician. Continue to watch over all who are sick 

as well as those who care for them and give wis-

dom to all who are seeking a cure. We ask this 

through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
(Prayer written by Bishop Douglas Lucia, Bishop of Syracuse) 
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 It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances prevent 

one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make an  

Act of Spiritual Communion, which is a source of grace.  

Spiritual Communion is “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy 

Sacrament and lovingly embrace Him” at a time or in circumstances when 

one cannot receive Him in sacramental Communion.  

(Saint Thomas Aquinas).  

The most common reason for making an Act of Spiritual Communion is 

when a person cannot attend Mass. Acts of Spiritual Communion increase 

our desire to receive sacramental Communion and help us avoid the sins 

that would make us unable to receive Holy Communion worthily. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 

You above all things and I desire to receive You in my soul. Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if you were already there and unite myself wholly 

to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 


